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The metempsychosis holds less rank in the Platonic doctrine
than in the Pythagorean and Egyptian systems. All its im-
portance was resumed among the philosophers of the Alexan-
drian school, who continued, in Egypt, the traditions of the
Platonic philosophy, and revived the days of the schools of
. Athens on the soil of the Pharaohs. Plotinus, the commen-
tator of Plato, says, concerning the doctrine of the transmigra-
tion of souls:

" It is a dogma recognized from the utmost antiquity, that
if the soul commits errors, it is condemned to expiate them
by undergoing punishment in the Shades, and then it passes
into new bodies to begin its trials over again."

This passage proves that the ancients held the sojourn of
the soul in hell to be only temporary, and that it was always
followed by fresh, trials, terrible and painful in proportion to
the errors which were to be repaired.

" When," says Plotinus, " we have gone astray in the
multiplicity of our corporal passions, we are punished, first by
the straying itself, and afterwards, when we resume a body,
by finding ourselves in worse conditions. The soul, on leaving
the body, becomes that power which it has most developed.
Let us, then, fly from base things here below, and raise our-
selves to the intelligent world, so that we may not fall into
the purely sensational life, by following images which are
merely of the senses, or into the vegetative life, by indulging
in mere physical pleasure and gluttony; let us raise ourselves
to the intelligent world, to intelligence, to God.

" Those who have exercised human faculties are born again
as men. Those who have used their senses only pass into the
bodies of brutes, and especially into the bodies of wild beasts,
if they have been accustomed to yield to violent impulses of